
             

 

 

  

  

First Christian Church News!       January 12, 2021 

Our Mission  

God calls us…And the Holy Spirit empowers us to: 

• Share the Good News of Jesus Christ with all ages 

• Explore and express a growing faith 

• Equip believers for ministries which expand the Kingdom of God. 
 

 

It’s hard to enter the New Year and not take time to reflect on the past year. I know for me this 

year has been exciting, frustrating, different, unpredictable, and filled with blessings.  I bet many of 

you can relate.  My year began with a great deal of joy and excitement as I was ordained at the end 

of January. In February, I said goodbye to FCC Sedalia after almost 4 years.  Then I was greeted 

with open arms by this beautiful congregation in February.  I would have never guessed that on my 

5th Sunday, I would have been preaching to my cell phone using Facebook live in an empty 

sanctuary.  From there it has been a whirlwind of hurdles, first time experiences, and discovering 

how to build beautiful relationships through the world of technology.  I have had the temptation to 

feel defeated and unsure as I see the empty worship spaces each week.  However, I recognize that 

God has been with me through it all and the Spirit’s movement is always evident.  I have been 

surrounded by amazing people who have navigated through these unknown waters with me. Together 

we have accomplished so many great things in the face of these circumstances.  I think 2020 has 

overall been a year of trusting in God and relying on the community of Christ to look after one 

another and be the church we are called to be.  I am excited to see where the Spirit will take us in 

this next year.  It’s a cultural norm to come up with one if not several New Year’s resolutions that we 

believe will better our lives in the new year.  The world will be first in line to tell you what your 

resolutions should be.  May the message of the world fall on deaf ears and may the Word of God be 

your strength.  “Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you 

as well.” Matthew 6:33 

Blessings, 

Pastor Gina 
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Next Newsletter will be published 

On January 26 

Please turn in information on  

Jan. 25 by 10 a.m. 

 

Prayer List 

• Prayers for the Margaret Barker Family 

• Brenda Blevins (having cataract surgery). 

• Pastor Gina’s friend Shannon in Hospice 

• Cheryl Stuck’s sister Jeannette and husband Dan. 

• Prayers for those dealing with the COVID-19 virus 

that you will recover fully and quickly. 

• Prayers for our homebound members 

• Prayers for peace in our country and healing in 

our land 
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January Birthdays 
1-Elliot Anderson 

2-Tori Hunter 

3-Clint Godfrey 

5-Cindy Howard 

5-Kyle Ritchhart 

12-Karla Seigfreid 

15-Shirley Fitterling 

15-Ohmi Johnson 

16-Ivanna McConnell 

17-Nick Nichol 

17-Mary Younce 

18-Duane Sterling 

19-Eller Duke 

21-Christine Simon 

22-Ashlea Forrest 

22-Pat Turner 

22-Violet Williams 

23-Robert Cochran 

23-Sterling Granger 

26-Towanda Lawler 

27-Gary Grigsby 

29-Jane Russell 

31-Paula Gallup 

 

January Anniversaries 
8-Richard & Peggy Dudley 

 

Giving is Worship 

Remember that giving is an important part of our worship 

life.  We rely on your faithful stewardship to help keep the 

ministries and operations of the church healthy and vital.  

There are several ways you can give. 

• Place your offering in the plate at worship on Sunday 

mornings. 

• Drop your offering in the church mailbox right outside 

the office 

• Mail your offering to the church office, 101 E. Gay St, 

Warrensburg, MO 64093 

• Initiate payment to First Christian Church through 

your bank. This is similar to paying a bill or utility 

online and generally has no fees associate with it. 

• Log on to the website at fccwburg.com and click on 

the GIVE tab. This will lead you to our instructions and 

links to use “Tithe.ly” on online secure church giving 

system. 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be 

food in my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the 

Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you 

and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need. 

I will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it will not destroy 

the fruits of your soil, and your vine in the field shall not fail 

to bear, says the Lord of hosts. Then all nations will call you 
blessed, for you will be a land of delight, says the Lord of 

hosts.  – Malachi 3:10-12 
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THANK YOU CHURCH! 

 

We want to give a BIG THANK YOU to everyone that helped with the Christmas movie.  We 

appreciate our families that got props together and made adorable home videos.  We had a group 

of wonderful volunteers that did introductions and fireside readings.  Our students were real 

troopers, agreeing to dress up in costumes and read the parts for our story.  Thank you, Mark, for 

the use of the tripod and microphone.  Thanks too for putting the movie on Facebook.  Thank 

you to Jon for helping find backgrounds for our readings and for putting the video clips together.  

It was truly a collaborative effort.  While we couldn’t meet in person to have a program, we still 

reached a large audience on-line.  THANKS AGAIN!  First Christian Church is AWESOME! 

 

CWF News 

by President Anita Gosney 

 
As much as I would enjoy seeing everyone at a CWF meeting in January, we will not meet on 

January 14th to stay safe and healthy.   

 

In late December, Noel Dougherty, Property Chairman, contacted me about the freezer for the 

CLC kitchen.  It had stopped working again and wanted to purchase a new upright freezer for 

approximately $800.  After contacting the CWF executive committee, they unanimously 

approved spending up to $400 to help replace the freezer.  The remaining $400 was donated 

from the Campbellite group. 

 

Knowing our community has many needs especially at this time of the year, I again contacted 

the CWF executive committee, and they unanimously approved the following donations:   

$500 to Journey Home (homeless shelter). 

$500 to Refuge on Ming (homeless shelter). 

$500 to the Nehemiah Feeding Project at Shiloh Baptist Church. 

$750 to the Souper Bowl project for the Food Center. 

 

The following came from the Disciples Women's Ministries of Mid-America-- 

 

Use your voice for kindness, 

your ears for compassion, 

your hands for charity, 

your mind for truth, 

and your Heart for Love. 
 



4 

 

WANT A GREAT 2021?  - TAKE SOME ADVICE FROM BRIDES 

 

Would you like a GREAT start to your "New Year"?  Might I suggest you take the 

advice brides have passed down through the ages.  You need something old, 

something new, something borrowed, and something blue.  

 

For your something "Old" - Choose the Bible.  I am sure that everyone has at least 

1 Bible in their possession.  Many of you might have a Bible app on your phone.  

BUT - are you using it?  To have a great 2021, you need to stay close to God and 

God's word.  Reading the Bible on a regular basis, is a wonderful way to be 

reminded of God's love, and his promises to us.  We know you must exercise 

everyday to keep yourself in top physical condition, so why would our spiritual well 

being be any less important?  So dust off your Bibles and dig in.  Learn lessons 

from the past and grow closer to God as you are doing it.   

   

For something "New" - Look to your prayer life for something new.  Every day you 

have the opportunity for "new" communication with God.  I find that starting the 

day with prayers of thanks, puts me in a good frame of mind.  I also believe that 

asking for strength and wisdom to tackle the challenges ahead of me reminds me 

that God is going to be by my side.  Prayers at meal times can become routine, if 

you are simply reciting a mealtime prayer.  Try something new, take the time to 

thank God for the food before you and to ask him to guide you to help others who 

may not be as fortunate as you. An evening or bedtime prayer is always a great 

way to end your day.  God has helped you through the day.  Thank him for the 

blessings and lessons that you have learned.  Ask him for continued guidance.  Ask 

him to help you see others through His eyes and to help you be His hands and 

feet.   

 

For your "Borrowed" - I want you to consider that everything you have is 

borrowed from God.  He has given you food, shelter, money, your very life - which 

equates to time here on Earth.  So your challenge to a great year, is to give some 

of your borrowed items away.  Give food to the hungry.  When you get groceries 

for your family, stop by the food box on our church property and leave some food 

for those in need.  Help clothe and shelter the homeless.  Contact the church 

office or social services.  They are always willing to take donations of clothes or 

blankets.  Give your time - visit, send a card or call someone who's lonely.  Give 

time to a group that is doing good work - help the community food pantry or help 

with our outreach group here at church.  Your tithes and offerings are always 
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needed to keep our church going, but there are so many opportunities to give.  God 

doesn't just want your money, he wants your time. 
 

Something "Blue" -  Blue is typically the color associated with water.  For a great 

2021 - you will need the Living Water.  The world is thirsting right now - for 

peace, for joy, for understanding, for enlightenment.  Our souls cry out for the 

word of God - for forgiveness, for truth, for love.  Jesus offers us the Living 

Water.  We just need to reach out and take it.  John 4:14 ESV  

But whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The 

water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal 

life.” 

So here's to a GREAT 2021!  We are not promised a smooth sailing life.  There will 

be storms.  But reach out for the hand of the one who calms the storms!  AND - 

reach out for something "old", something "new", something "borrowed", and 

something "blue".       

 Toni Frandsen ☺ 

 

 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+4%3A14&version=ESV
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First Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 
101 E Gay St 
Warrensburg MO 64093 
 
Church phone: 660-747-6815 
Website: fccwburg.com 
Email: cindychurchoffice@gmail.com 
Pastor Gina: docpastorgina@gmail.com  
 

 


